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 We have steadfast belief in our abilities in proffering what we had set our to do, we remain humble and 
patient that as long as we believe in the vision and our donors see the results of their generous giving, we will 
persevere. "We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit". Aristotle. Therefore, we 
will continue by the grace of God to do our best for the subset we serve. 
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on the results of continued funding projects, and philanthropic initiatives by donors annually. This 

year the Foundation intends to offer 9 college students an average of $1500-$2500 each; a total of 

$16750. Congratulations to 2023's scholarship recipients.



Dave Zeigler Dr. Carmen Jones-Zeigler  
Founder/Chairperson       

William D. Wheeler   

Director of Fin

Joan Pierre, MSN   

Recording Secretary 

DIRECTORSS 

Ms. Delores Dale

Voi Saul, PhDc Dr. Carmen Jones-Zeigler
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FIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATION’S  DIRECTORS

FIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATION’S MEMBERSS 

 

FIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATION’S SUPPORTT MEMBERS

005



Fiirstt Stepp Scholarshipp Foundation 

   Rewardss ourr studentss inn thee fieldd off Science

.
his  

.  
 t .

Educatee Todayy forr Innovatorss off Thee Futuree "

 
t  

 
t

 

 t

006



    FFIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATION

Rewardss ourr studentss inn thee fieldd off Sciencee 

"Educatee Todayy forr Innovatorss off Thee Futuree "

"Educatee Todayy forr Innovatorss off Thee Futuree "
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""Educatee Todayy forr Innovatorss off Thee Futuree "
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2017 first step scholarship foundation’S award Honoree
First Step Scholarship Foundation Is Extremely Proud to Honor 
The Strike Merchants Bowling Club Scholarship Foundation 
For over 25 years of Exemplary and Outstanding Contribution To Education in the form of 
Scholarships. It takes Tremendous Dedication, Diligence, and Perseverance 
To provide One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) in Scholarship Awards. 
We will applaud your Efforts and Hope to emulate your success. 
We are grateful for all you do to promote Education to our youths.

the strike merchants scholarship foundation, inc. 

 Minnie Belton 

    Earl Cokley  

 Fred Mitchell   Inez Fry  

   

Jewel Hunt  Donna Hall  Robert Gass 

George Bailey 
1946 - 2019

Deloris Harrington        

 Wayne Hightower  Lorraine Jackson Larry Digsby   Barbara Ray 

 Chester Holmes   
1930 - 2012 

"

First Step Scholarship Foundation   Honors  Rev. Dr. James M. Robinson Sr., M.Th 
For His Outstanding, Exemplary Contribution ; And Dedicated Service To Community 
Programs We are pleased for all you do to promote programs for the  youths y
“Educate Today for Innovators of the Future” 

             First              Step                 Scholarship             Foundation   Honors  Bishop Neville        Copeland     
For His Outstanding, Exemplary Contribution ; And Dedicated Service To The 
Community. We are grateful for all you do to promote Education to our  youths. 
“Educate Today for Innovators of the Future” 

Educate Today for Innovators of The Future "

220166 FIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATION’SS AWARDD HONOREESS 
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220 FIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATION’S AWARDD RECIPIENTS

Mr. Kyshaun Foster Ms. 

012



013

Ms. Shea Taylor



The Cindy / Karen Higgins Scholarship for Gifted 
Athletes

  
,  2023 
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PAYING IT FORWARD!!!
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congratulations first step scholarship foundation 
on your 9th year of providing scholarship to 
students. 

best wishes to all award recipients.

a tribute to christian hill

C    Christian, A Believer in Jesus Christ! Trusting HIM for everything!
H   Hardworking, Willing to put in the work and effort to reach your goals. 
R   Resilient, Knowing that Nothing is too hard for HIM! 
I    Intelligent, An intelligent heart acquires knowledge...  Proverbs 18:15 
S   Strong, You CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHO 

T   Trustworthy, Trust the LORD and do good … Psalm 37:3
I    Impressive, Despite the obstacles and issues you have faced, you have been 
                     
A   Abounding in your faith in THE LORD!
N   Nice, just a nice person, with a passion for caring and being concerned for 
others.
Son,
    My heart rejoices and I truly give all Honor and Glory to GOD when I think 
of you. Not perfect, but a work in progress and a life that will be lived as a 
testimony of His Goodness and Mercy! Continue Man of GOD in the path HE 
has set before you, so that others can see and seek HIM!  

Grateful and Pleased Love Your Mommy
(Dr. Danielle Massey)

STRENGTHENS YOU.

successful !
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CONGRATULATIONS FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION ON YOUR 9th 
ANNIVERSARY  I PROUDLY SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS!

First Step Scholarship Foundation

Rewards students in the field of Science
020

I am from Haiti. I am a nurse who always wanted to be a medical doctor from 
the time I could think for myself. I came to America right after high school 
because my parents came here and they wanted for us their children to have a 
better life. In my country, we really value education. Once I came here, i did 
everything I knew to reach my goal. But, I did not know about the struggles I 
would encounter along the way. I have been a nurse now for twenty one years. 
I love helping people. 

women in medicine

During my journey as a nurse, I got to go to medical school in the Caribbean, a small 
island calls Antigua and Barbuda. The dream that I had is now a reality but as a woman, 
with a family, sicks parents and with a need to work life is not that easy.
I realized that, in order to be a doctor I would have to make a lot more sacrifices. I found 
out that women in the medical field have changed the face of medicine. With 
determination, selflessness, goal driven attitude, and a clear vision, women have made a 
difference in the medical world. According to Hickman (2010) “Individuals can achieve a 
common purpose only when they join together in an act of generativity— forming a group 
to accomplish goals that an individual could not achieve alone, (Forsyth, 1999, p. 67)” (p. 
25). Women’s right to practice medicine has been evolving slowly with time. Wood (2015) 
wrote, “The medical school class of Virginia Apgar (creator of the eponymous Apgar 
Score for assessing the health of newborns,1,2 is the most famous anesthesiologist of all 
time) looked very different from a class of today. Whereas the graduating class at 
Columbia in 2014 was 50% women, <20% of my graduating medical school class was 
women. Just as Virginia Apgar was advised not to enter surgery, many of us were advised 
not to enter competitive medical  specialties” (p. 963). For many years, they have been 
through hard training, and persistent in fighting for gender equality. Allen (2017)
stated, “We have long known—based on research from social psychology, political 
science, and business—that men and women are perceived and treated unequally in our 
work environments” (psychiatrictimes.com, n. d.).    
You, who are aspiring to become a doctor, a nurse, an engineer, a mechanic or anything 
you want in this life, should not get discouraged when things get tough. You need to be 
strong in your mind, strong in your faith and be willing to help others. Life is not easy but 
you can reach your goa
References: 
Allen, R. M. (2017). Gender Inequality in Medicine: Too Much Evidence to Ignore. 
Psychiatric 
Times. Retrieved from: http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/early-career-psychiatry/gender-           
inequality-medicine-too-much-evidence-ignore 
Hickman, G. R. (2010). Leading change in multiple contexts: Concepts and practices in 
organizational community, political, social, and global change settings. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 
Wood, M. (2015). Women in medicine: Then and now. International Anesthesia Research             
Society, 120(5): 963-965. Doi: 10.1213/ANE.0000000000000713 

Caroline Estiverne 
MSL, BSN,RN



BEST WISHES TO ALL REPEAT AND NEW RECIPIENTS YOU 
HAVE DONE WELL TO DESERVE YOUR AWARD.
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As First Step Scholarship Foundation approached its 

ninth year of commitment to the education and 

empowerment of young scholars; let us be reminded of 

the mental health challenges that has become so 

rampant in our society that is affecting some of our 

students.

 It is imperative that we courage students to be strong, be courageous and be vigilant 

about maintaining a natural balance in their lives. Mind, Body, and spirit must be in 

alignment and congruent with expressed words, and non-verbal expressions. Self-care 

is important. 

Therefore, choose an activity that will uplift your spirit and have positive results. 

Activities such as music dancing meditation, reading, painting are just a few examples 

of leisure activity that might be helpful in releasing stress. I just want to say 

congratulation to all scholarship recipients. Good luck with your studies and 

remember it takes a village so with First Step Scholarship Foundation you will never 

be alone on your academic journey.

CONGRATULATIONS  FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  

AS YOU CONTINUE TO STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE  IN YOUR 

MISSION AND VISION THROUGHOUT THE YEARS!



FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION          
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FFIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

RRewards our students in the field of Science

“God and Nature first made us what we are, and then out of our own created genius 
we make ourselves what we want to be. Follow always that great law. Let the sky and 

God be our limit and eternity our measurement.” 
Marcus Garvey 

“It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35 

“Let brotherly love continue.” Hebrews 13:1 
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FFIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
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BEST WISHES FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 
ON YOUR th YEAR. 2023 AWARD RECIPIENTS GOOD 

LUCK.

ANNIE WILLIAMS FAMILY DONATIONS 
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Please take a look at our donors’ ads 
and support them, they support us.  

FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP EXTENDS THANKS TO ALL OUR 
DONORS AND CONTRIBUTORS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US 
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS. THE FOUNDATION’S SUCCESS 
DEPENDS ON YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
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 FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION          
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BBrightStarr Caree iss Proudd too Supportt Scholarshipss thatt promotes
Science
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 FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION       

As A 3rd Year Recipient of the FIRST STEP 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Continue To Let THE LORD LEAD and 
GUIDE you!

your charity baptist church family

congratulations christian j.a. hill 
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“Taxes done well…….taxes done right”

1908 PARK AVENUE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080 

TOLL FREE 844-822-1090 CALL TODAY!!! 

Solving Tax Problems all year long 

IRS Letters/Notices -We respond for you
Audits Representation - We Represent you
Wage Garnishments - Stop before they begin
Unfiled Past Tax Returns - We prepare all late returns

• Offer-in-Compromise - Pay pennies on the dollar
Partnerships 
Corporations 

Estates/Trusts 
Non-Profit organizations (501C3) 

Foreign Tax Issues (FATCA) 
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HPI School of Allied Health would like to congratulate First Step 
Scholarship in helping the Dream to Come True. 

908-687-0808
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CCBCC HEALTHH ANDD EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY
 OFF COMMUNITYY BAPTISTT  CHURCH

20 Grove Street 
North Plainfield, N.J. 07060 

cbchealtheducation @gmail.c

FREEE HEALTHH SCREENINGG && EDUCATION

BY:: 
HEALTHH CAREE CLINICIANS/EDUCATORS

Light refresment will be available. 

Blood Pressure Screening & Seminar 
Medication Management 

Diabetes Education    

Managing Your Diabetes Complications of Diabetes 
Managing Your High Blood Pressure Complications of 

High Blood Pressure
Biofeedback 

This program is approved by Rev Dr. James Robinson Sr, Pastor Community Baptist Church
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BBESTT WISHESS FIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATIONN ONN YOUR  ANNIVERSARYY AWARDSS CEREMONY.
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ESAG
206  South  Ma in  S t ree t

Whar ton , NJ  07885
P a s t o r :  9 7 3 - 9 0 3 - 2 4 6 8

C h u r c h :  9 7 3 - 5 3 9 - 7 3 8 8
E l S h a d d a i A s s e m b l y O f G o d @ g m a i l . c o m

R e v .  E l e a z a r  Q . C o r t e z a n o ,  P a s t o r

On behalf of Rev. Cortezano and my family we extend 

Best Wishes to First Step Scholarship Foundation on their th

Anniversary. 

Congrats to all the Recipients!
Deuteronomy 28 :13 Pay attention to the commands of the Lord and

carefully follow them, then you shall be the top and never the 
bottom.
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COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

20 GROVE ST. NORTH PLAINFIELD, NJ, 07060

PASTOR: Rev. Dr. James M Robinson Sr. M Th.
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FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION          

Secretary - Deas Joy McIndoe 929-332-2315 
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Our Programs: 

DemoChicks On-Line

DemoChicks On-Location

DemoChicks In-A-Box 

DemoChicks Mentoring and Scholarships  

562-608-8401   www.demochicks.org        IG and Facebook @demochicks

FFFFFFF
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  Welcomee too ourr neww look!
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CONGRATULATIONS DR JONES-ZEIGLER 
With best wishes for continued success 
From: Annie Williams 

Independent Sales Representative 
Plainfield, NJ 07060-1031 

908-755-1908

www.youravon.com/awilliams5190
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Best Wishes to First Step Scholarship 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS!

First Step Scholarship Foundation Best
Wishes on your Anniversary.
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DDr.. Majorr Morrisonn andd Deloress Dale

Congratulatess andd Extendss Bestt Wishess To 

Thee Firstt Stepp Scholarshipp Recipients

Dr.. Carmenn Jones-Zeigler,, wee thankk youu 
forr yourr diligentt andd dedicationn towardd 
thiss noblee mission..  

“But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness” Galatians 5:22  
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To: The First Step Scholarship Foundation on 

your continued success!

LEIVE
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"No country can 
really develop unless 
it's citizens are 
educated" 
Nelson Mandela
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Doron Zeigler
Arlene Patrick 
Patricia Richards 
Doreen Laidley
Rev James Robinson Sr 
Denise Johnson 
Linda Pierre
Camille Lynch
Doris Wade 
Gertrude Booth 
Patricia Cox
Rev James Robinson Jr 
Andy Jones
Shevonnie Jones
Janotraub Jones
Darlene Zeigler
Shameka McLaurin
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PPsalmss 94:199 When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations cheer my soul. 

Isaiahh 43:22 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you

Mattheww 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

FIRST STEP SCHOLARSHIP E TENDS CONDOLENCES TO 
ALL OUR CONTRIBUTORS WHO ARE GRIEVING THE

LOSS OF LOVED ONES
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In Loving Memory of our Mother the Matriarch, she had a full 
life. Lived over nine decades, scores and . Praising her

God all the way. A giving, and loving person. 
Enjoy  helping, teaching, and molding young minds. Always

was passionate about education
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EDNA LOVELADY 
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“You Never Said Goodbye”
Author Unknown

You never said I’m leaving,
You never said goodbye.

You were gone before I knew it,
And only God knew why.

A million times I needed you,
A million times I cried.

If love alone could  have saved you,
You never would have died.

In life I loved you dearly,
In death I love you still.

In my heart you hold a place,
That no one could ever fill.

It broke my heart to lose you,
But youdidn’t go alone.

For part of me went with you,
The day God took you home. 

Rest in peace My Brothers 
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PProverbss 3:5,, 6

Thee Charless Family
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   Patricia Dore, Fl
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Our Mother lived a life of dedication and sacrifice. She loved a lot and
treated everyone with dignity and respect.

Mama was caring, compassionate, and saw the best in people.

Mama loved her Bible; she constantly read her Bible.

Mama God t away all suffering.

Mama  you are resting in your Savior’s arms.

Rest in heavenly peace Mama

We will always cherish your memories and the lessons you taught us!

BBeverlyy Smith-Christiann && Familyy 
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LLett uss givee thankss too Godd forr thee 711 yearss off lifee 

Hendersonn A.. Taylorr Lived!! 

Myy dearr brother,, youu  meantt soo muchh too alll off us.. 
Youu willl remainn inn ourr hearts.. 

Youu willl alwayss bee preciouss andd loved.. 

Restt inn Yourr Savior’ss Preciouss Armss 

Corall Taylorr Familyy && Lovedd Ones.. 
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FFIRSTT STEPP SCHOLARSHIPP FOUNDATIONN 

YOUU TAUGHT USS TOO BELIEVE IN GODD FIRSTT ANDD ALWAYS,, NEVERR WAVER,, 
STANDD FIRM  INN OURR BELIEF.. 

Rewardss ourr studentss inn thee fieldd off Sciencee 
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Jarrett E. Weston, Son
George Isler, Jr., Brother 
Diane Isler Smith, Sister

Merle Gervin Isler, Sister-in-Law 
Cedrick Gervin-Isler, Nephew 

Dawn Gervin-Isler, Niece
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Deacon Jefferson Brown
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Gone but never forgotten!
Sunrise 7/31/ 45 Sunset 7/28/20

IN LOVING MEMORY OF DOROTHY MAYNOR, BELOVED
WIFE & MOTHER
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 J  S  & FWilliam Janice Shaw & Family
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Donald Allen 1923-2006 Enid Allen  1925-2009 Kaye Evans 1945-2017     Patrick Allen 1958-2017 
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Your loving memories will be cherished in my heart forever. I 
missed our talks, our laughter, our happy family life, always. 
Jim Crow south never broke your spirits. You believed in God.
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A Tribute to 

The Late Horace & Cordria Jones 
Our thoughts of you continue to be strong even after 
many years. We miss your loving kindness and 
strength. Because of God’s Grace and your guidance, 
we have been able to help each other through all our 
trials and tribulations. 

Never will we forget! 
Your Loving Family, 

Edna Jones-Lovelady, Celestine & Thomas Gresham, Sr. 

Cori Lovelady, Charles Thomas Gresham, Jr., wana
, Denise Cummings

Matthew 5: 42
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 DEMEANOR, YOUR EVER LOVING 
SMILE, WILL BE REMEMBERED  ALWAYS. WE 
WERE NOT READY FOR YOU TO GO BUT GOD 
NEEDED YOU MORE.  YOU  FOREVER BE IN 
OUR THOUGHTS AND HEARTS,  

WILL LIVE ON. 

Sadly missed by the  entire Jones' family

OF STIVEL JONES
SPOUSE, FATHER, 
UNCLE, BROTHER

 
  

  
 

 

Remembering  our 
Father and mother, 
auntie, uncle who left  us 
to be with the Lord,  we 
will always  miss you , we 
will never forget your 
love. and guidance. 

Remembering Phillip Jones

Your family misses you but we know you were 
called home to be with the Lord. 

 spouse,  
father, brother, uncle who 
departed this life to be with his 
Saviour.
"What we have once enjoyed 
deeply we can never lose. All 
that we love deeply becomes a 
part of us". — Helen Keller

March 03, 1929
 December 20, 2014

 
 

Hermine Maud Turner (nee Jones) 1928-2015
 & Wendel Oliver Turner 1924-2001

2 Corinthians 1:4-6 - Who comforteth us in 
all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God.

 Jan. 11, 1929-Nov. 15, 1998

110

In Loving Memory 
of  LORDIAN (Peter) TURNER 
6/10/1952  - 9/8/2020 

YOUR CALMNESS, YOUR LOVE OF FAMILY, 
YOUR LOVE OF GOD WERE ATTRIBUTES 
THAT WE LOVED ABOUT YOU.
THE FAMILY WILL MOURN YOUR  
UNTIMELY PASSING. A BRILLIANT 
ARCHITECTRAL MIND GONE TO REST. 
WILL BE MISSED
 THE JONES, ZEIGLER, AND TURNER 
FAMILIES.

"That best portion of a good 
man's life, his little 
nameless unremembered 
acts of kindness and of love" 
William Wordsworth

Sadly missed by The  Jones Family

Turner, Jones, Families
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First Step Scholarship Foundation welcomes your donations throughout the year.

Please email, call or mail us at the above address. 
CASHAPP: $FirstStepScholar or ZELLE: firststepscholarship@gmail.com 
 All  donations are tax deductible. 

On behalf of the Executive Board, Directors, Members as well as our support  team     we          
are grateful    to all, despite  challenges  we were still able to provide  scholarship awards.

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest " Benjamin Franklin
“Intellectual growth should commence at birth and cease only at death.“ Albert Einstein 

"If you think education is expensive, wait until you see how much ignorance cost" Barack 
Obama
Please continue to support us so we may be a blessing to students.
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“Liftt Everyy Voicee andd Sing” 
By:: Jamess Weldonn Johnsonn 
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